AppliedLearning Area of Audit of Homework use
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	Types of homework set.
Is it differentiated?
	Frequency
	What students expect in terms of marking, feedback and relevance
	What staff expect in terms of time spent on the work
	What extension/enrichment activities are available
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	KS4





	Research tasks (primary and secondary), collecting resources, design tasks, planning, taking photographs.  Homework tends not to be differentiated. 
	Once every two weeks on average although frequency increases during times prior to controlled assessments
	Depends on task.  Homework also related to topic being studied at the time.  Extended writing or production, students get a grade using WJEC marking criteria and suggestions for improvement.  Feedback is sometimes given via Moodle.  Oral feedback is useful for interim deadlines for production work.
	Again, depends on task and timing.  On average one hour.
	Opportunities for wider reading via Moodle.  
Design tasks:  guidance is given but students can be as convention/unconventional as they like in how this is completed.  
Students can generally choose their own focus for design tasks so relate it to media genres/products they are interested in or may wish to challenge themselves to complete.  Higher ability students are encouraged to challenge themselves in their choices. 

	KS5




	Past paper questions, reading, primary and secondary research tasks, design tasks, planning exercises, collecting resources, taking photographs or collecting video footage.

Tasks are differentiated according to the option for research selected by the student and, according to their ability, are guided to complete certain tasks over others.
	Once a fortnight on average – increases in frequency or is more sustained at times of coursework
	Oral feedback is regularly given in class and in catch-ups at ends of lesson, break and lunchtimes. Written feedback tends to use WJEC marking criteria, is given a mark using the mark scheme and targets for improvement are given. Homework is always directly linked to the topic/text being studied at that time or is related to their coursework and is personally relevant. 
	This is very variable but on average I would say 2 – 3 hours a fortnight.
	Extra reading and increasing opportunities to contribute to forums on Moodle.  Students have almost free rein in choosing the focus for their coursework and are expected to research independently using primary and secondary research methods. 
Students are given suggested extension tasks/opportunities in booklets issued for the exam topics.

There are support documents on Moodle for students wishing to extend their abilities in production tasks.  


Subject:  Media Studies
