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Why study Spanish at GCSE?
	
Being able to speak Spanish can open up a whole new world whether that means travelling in Spain and South America, making the most of your holidays in Spain or using your language skills to get a better job. Spain is one of UK’s major trading partners and Spanish companies like Mango or Zara are springing up on our high streets. 

It’s a multilingual world and companies are increasingly aware of the advantages of recruiting people with language skills. Spanish is one of the world’s major languages; it is also a language which is growing. By 2050 the number of Spanish speakers is expected to increase to 530 million, with the Spanish speaking population of the USA alone currently increasing at more than 1 million a year. To summarize: 

· Over 450 million people speak Spanish worldwide.

· Spanish is the second most spoken language in the world in terms of native speakers and the second largest language for international communication.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]By 2030, 7.5% of the world population (535 million people) will speak Spanish. This percentage is significantly higher than that for Russian (2.2%), French (1.4%) and German (1.2%). By that time only Chinese native speakers will outnumber Spanish native speakers in the world.

· Around 14 million students study Spanish as a foreign language and English, French, Spanish and German, in this order, are the most studied foreign languages, according to data.





How will it be graded?
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 




About the GCSE Course
	Qualification Type:
	GCSE 

	Exam Board:
	AQA

	Specification Title:
	Spanish

	Course Type:
	Full Course - Linear

	
Topics Covered
	     Careers
Environment 
Food/Drink
Free time
Healthy Living
Holidays / Hotel 
House and Home
Lost Property
Personal information
School and future plans

	Exam Breakdown:
     Listening Exam 
     Reading Exam
     Writing Exam
     Speaking Exam
	25% of overall grade
25% of overall grade
25% of overall  grade
25% of overall grade
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What will you learn?

	
At Wyedean School, French is offered as a two-year fast track course leading to GCSE. Students need no prior knowledge of French but it is advisable that they have demonstrated some linguistic ability in either Spanish, i.e. that they have worked at an A-C grade in these languages.




Why study French at GCSE?

	
Being able to speak French can open up a whole new world whether that means travelling in France and Canada, making the most of your holidays in France or using your language skills to get a better job. France is one of UK’s major trading partners and French companies like Renault or L’Oreal are a few of the famous names already popular in the UK. 

It’s a multilingual world and companies are increasingly aware of the advantages of recruiting people with language skills. French is one of the world’s major languages; it is also a language which is growing. 



Will it be difficult to achieve GCSE French in 2 years?

	
French is seen by some students as easier to learn than others purely because it is a phonetic language; many French words sound and look similar to English which makes it easier to learn vocabulary and to remember phrases and expressions. 

There is no doubt that starting a new language from scratch will be challenging however; students will have already studied most of the topics in Spanish. In fact, it is the knowledge of these languages that will help students to pick up French quicker. 

If you are passionate about languages, you go on holiday to France or you have always wanted to learn French – this is your opportunity! ¡On y va! 








About the GCSE Fast Track French Course

	Qualification Type:
	GCSE 

	Exam Board:
	AQA

	Specification Title:
	French

	Course Type:
	Full Course- Linear

	
Topics Covered
	      Careers
Environment 
Food/Drink
Free time
Healthy Living
Holidays / Hotel 
House and Home
Lost Property
Personal information
School and future plans

	Exam Breakdown:
Listening Exam 
Reading Exam
      Writing Exam
     Speaking Exam
	25% of overall grade
25% of overall grade
25% of overall  grade
25% of overall grade
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