[image: ]
History GCSE

Examination Board: AQA		Specification No: 8145

What will you learn?

Throughout the course you will get the opportunity to develop many skills such as debating, analysing, evaluating, problem solving and arguing. 

The new GCSE includes History from the medieval to the modern period. You will study:
· A period study
· A thematic study
· A wider world study
· A British depth study including the study of one historical site.
You will study a variety of different topics:
· Germany 1890-1945. This includes Hitler’s rise to power and Nazi Germany.
· Health and the people c1000 to present. This includes the study of medicine and disease over this time period. You will study topics like the Black Death.
· International relations 1919-39. This includes the Treaty of Versailles and the causes of the Second World War.
· The Normans. This includes the Battle of Hastings and the study of a particular castle.
Why choose to study History?
· You will have enjoyed History in Years 7, 8 and 9, finding it challenging and interesting.
· You have an excellent chance of success as a student of History.  In 2016 82% of students achieved grades A*-C and 26% achieved A*-A. (A new grade 7 is the equivalent of an old A grade).
· You will be taught by a department of highly committed and enthusiastic teachers.
· You enjoy discussing and debating different issues and exploring your own opinions.
· As a qualification it is highly valued by universities and employers.
· It is useful for many different careers and courses.
· Some of you will know that you would like to carry on to A-level.
· You will get the chance to go on the battlefields trip.
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There are two exams, both of which will be sat in Y11.  One exam looks at the period study and wider world study and the other deals with the thematic study and the British depth study. They are worth 50% each. Each exam consists of a mixture of shorter and longer questions that require a page of writing. These longer questions will specify what topics you need to include in your answer. There are no long essays to write.
There is no coursework.

Sanctuary Wood, near Ypres, Belgium.
One of the sites visited on the Battlefields trip.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
How will it be graded?
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 


Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
A-level History

A-level History will give you access onto a degree course in that subject but also many other degrees such as Law. It will contribute towards any grades demanded by a degree course.
	
History teaches interviewing and enquiry skills which fit jobs which find out information such as a TV researcher, a reporter, a market researcher and the police.

Historians know how to read documents and separate propaganda from the truth.  This is useful for lawyers and politicians.
History requires logical and reasoned debate in writing which is essential for jobs in journalism and the law.

Historical knowledge is essential for some careers such as an archaeologist, an archivist and a History teacher.
History will equip you with many skills which are useful for a wide variety of careers.




Why did Y10 students choose this course?

“I chose History because it’s fun, interesting and gives you lots of opportunities for the future.”

“I chose History because I find it very interesting to learn about the past and what made the present what it is today.”

“I chose History because it is a really fun subject and students have the opportunity to go on the battlefields trip. The History department have great teachers as well.”

In GCSE you learn about topics in more depth that you do in Y7, 8 and 9. This makes it more interesting.”

“I chose History because it’s entertaining and it develops my ability to think and solve problems.”
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