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BTEC Technical Awards in IT

Examination Board: Edexcel
Why choose BTEC?
You’ve lived through the most significant decade yet in information and communication technologies and you're the people who understand and use them the most. So who better than you to notch up a GCSE in a subject you already know so much about?

What will you gain?
With the new BTEC Tech Awards, you can:
· Explore and develop vocational skills and knowledge with confidence
· Apply and demonstrate what you’ve learned in skills-based assessments
· Achieve grades at level 1 and level 2 that recognise your individual successes and help you understand your progression routes.

What software will you use?
· Microsoft suite
· Adobe:
· Flash
· Dreamweaver
· Photoshop
· Premier

What units will you cover?
	Component Number
	Component Title

	GLH

	Level

	Assessed


	1
	Exploring uses of IT
	48
	1 or 2
	External

	2
	Developing a spreadsheet solution to model data
	36
	1 or 2
	Internal

	3
	Creating an interactive product
	36
	1 or 2
	Internal






How is the course assessed?
· 40% Unit 1 – Exploring the uses of IT
· 30% Unit 2 – Developing a spreadsheet
· 30% - Unit 3 Creating an interactive product


How is the course graded?
	Pass
	C

	Merit
	B

	Distinction
	A

	Distinction* (this can only be achieved if all units meet a Distinction)
	A*



Unit 1 - Exploring uses of IT 
IT refers to the use of computer systems to create, exchange and store all forms of electronic data. From paying for a cup of coffee, to using your smartphone to take pictures and share them with your friends on social media, IT is present in almost every aspect of our lives. Understanding which technology to use and when and how to use it, can make lives of individuals easier, or improve efficiency in an organisation, allowing them to better meet the needs of their customers.

This component will give you an introduction to different types of IT system. From individual digital devices to larger systems that are made up of many connected smaller systems; you will explore the hardware and software that is used and the connections that that allow systems to interact and share data. You will develop an understanding of the impact IT use has on individuals and organisations, as well as the legal, moral, and safety issues associated with IT use. You will also explore threats to security and how to ensure an IT system is secure.

In this component, you will develop the ability to explore how IT is used and analyse information to evaluate decisions and make reasoned judgements on the use of IT in different contexts. A sound understanding of IT is valuable for studying a range of qualifications, including computing, IT, engineering, creative and scientific, an apprenticeship or entry-level employment where the understanding of technology is relevant. 
Unit 2 - Developing a spreadsheet solution to model data
Storage and analysis of data forms the background to much organisational decision making, and organisations need digital products that can analyse and manipulate data, presenting it in an easy-to-understand way. This helps to support decision making such as scenario modelling.

Spreadsheets are used to store, manipulate and analyse numerical data and present it in accessible ways. They can be formatted to create clear, concise reports at the touch of a button. In this component, you will follow the product development process to design and develop a spreadsheet solution to model data to meet a specific brief, presenting the results in an appropriate format.

You will test the spreadsheet yourself and with others, reviewing the finished spreadsheet solution and recommending possible improvements.

In this component, you will develop the ability to analyse information, explore problems and provide solutions. You will use skills in mathematics and English to complete tasks. You will be able to apply skills to improve personal effectiveness. A sound understanding of information technology (IT) is valuable for studying a range of qualifications, including computing, IT, engineering, creative and scientific, an apprenticeship or entry-level employment where the understanding of technology is relevant.
Unit 3 - Creating an interactive product
[bookmark: _GoBack]Well-designed interactive products such as websites allow organisations and consumers to function more efficiently, saving both time and money. Organisational requirements, user needs and attributes such as age group and IT experience, and the technology available, all have an effect on the product design. Good design can lead to greater uptake of products and services, while poor design has the opposite effect.

In this component, you will apply your knowledge of the key considerations that affect the design of interactive products. You will explore the features and characteristics of interactive products, applying this knowledge and understanding to design an interactive product to meet the requirements of a given brief, and considering the purpose of the product and audience attributes and requirements. You will prepare digital assets to include in the product, editing and optimising them so that they can contribute to a high-quality product. You will select and use digital tools to implement the product, working with others to test the product and obtain feedback. You will then analyse this feedback using a spreadsheet, which you will use to review the completed product, reflecting on how successfully it met the given brief and suggesting any improvements.

You will draw on the knowledge and understanding gained in Component 1 such as selecting appropriate software and platforms, the impact of organisational requirements and audience attributes on product design, and how to use the product development process. You will also draw on the skills developed in Component 2 such as assessing the requirements of a brief in order to design the product, and using a spreadsheet to analyse and present the feedback results, which will help you to draw conclusions about the success of the product, and to make decisions about any necessary changes.

In this component, you will develop the ability to analyse information, explore problems and provide solutions. A sound understanding of information technology (IT) is valuable for studying a range of qualifications, including computing, IT, engineering, creative and  scientific, an apprenticeship or entry-level employment where the understanding of technology is relevant.


Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
Apprenticeships
BTEC Level 3 in IT
AS & A2 Computing
BTEC First ICT (level 2)

Degrees in the following subject specialist areas:
Animation
Business/ICT
Computing
ICT 
Multimedia

Degrees in all subjects as ICT are a fundamental skill when studying at university level.
	
The broad range of skills you develop in ICT means that many careers will be open to you including:  engineer computer support specialist, computer systems analyst, database administrator, network and computer systems administrator, network system and communications analyst, animation artist, graphic designer, hardware developer, teacher, IT technician, web designer, computer aided designer, architecture, mobile app developer, interior designer, data scientist, robotic engineer, security system manager, medicine, bio-engineer, data mining, computer forensic, music production, e-commerce, journalism, and many more. 




What are Wyedean students’ views about this course? 


“ICT was an easy option for me to pick. It has been really fun and challenging. The teachers are really good and help you succeed. It’s definitely an option that will help me in the future” – Sian Jones, Year 11
“ICT has been a challenging but enjoyable subject. It is definitely worth picking it as an option” – Kelly Willcocks, Year 11
“ICT has been enjoyable as well as teaching me key skills for a future career” – Dan Tozer, Year 11

FAQs
1. Is BTEC IT just for computer experts?
Not at all. BTEC IT will qualify you to operate confidently in today’s digital world. It doesn’t teach you how computers work or how to program them, but it does show you how to use ICT effectively and safely. It’s like the difference between a good driver and a mechanic - you don’t need to know all about what’s under the bonnet to be a good driver. BTEC IT is a useful, real-world qualification, whether you see your future including university, training or going out to work.

2. Can I go on to specialise in ICT later?

Yes, but there’s no need to decide now. BTEC IT will look good on your CV whatever you go on to do. Today virtually all workers need to be confident operators of digital devices. Taking BTEC ICT will give you valuable digital know-how which is a key skill that you can use in all walks of life.

3. [image: ]Do students typically get good results in ICT?

ICT is one of the most successful GCSE courses at Wyedean. Pass rates A*-C:

	2014
	93%

	2015
	86%

	2016
	82%





Year 9 Options 2017	

Year 9 Options 2017	

	Year 9 Options 2017		
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