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Music GCSE

Examination Board: OCR		Specification No: J536

What will you learn?

The GCSE Music course covers a wide range of different styles and genres of music.  During the course you will be asked to perform both as a soloist and within a group, as well as developing your composing skills through the production of TWO original compositions.
One composition will be to an OCR set brief and the second will be to a brief set by yourself. 
You will learn about a variety of musical styles including :

· The Concerto Through Time

· Rhythms of the World (including Indian, Middle Eastern, African and South American music)

· Film Music

· The Conventions of Pop ( from 1950’s to present day)

Why choose to study Music?
· You have enjoyed studying music at Key Stage 3 and want to continue developing your performing and composing skills.

· You enjoy listening to a wide variety of music both at home and at school.

· You enjoy singing performing on an instrument

· You want to have a balanced choice of subjects to include both academic and artistic skills.

· For some of you it is your favourite subject which you wish to take through to AS and A2 level.


How is it assessed?

Through continuous assessment in TWO units of work along with a written examination.

Integrated Portfolio (30%): 
One solo performance and one original composition to a brief set by the learner.

Practical Component (30%):
 A group performance and a second original composition to an OCR set brief.


The two units above are all COURSEWORK and are completed in lesson time.

Listening and Appraising Examination (40%):  

A written examination based upon musical extracts on a CD.
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How will it be graded?
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 


Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
AS and A2 Music 
AS and A2 Music Technology
BTEC Music (Vocational course)
Music Degree Course
	
Composing
Music Industry
Music Therapy
Performing
Radio 
Recording Industry
Teaching
Television
Theatre





What are Wyedean students’ views about this course?

‘I’m really pleased that I chose to study music at GCSE. I enjoy the relaxed lessons that allow me to work at my own speed and develop my independence and creativity. I am currently studying Music to A level and beyond. Year 13 Student

Producing my own original compositions has been a real achievement along with developing my ICT skills in a new and exciting way using the music software.
Year 12 Student

I really enjoyed the music lessons at GCSE. Students in the class were really keen to develop their skills and we all worked together in a relaxed and encouraging environment. Year 12 Student
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