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GCSE Design and Technology

Examination Board: Edexcel  	Specification No: 1DT0



What will you learn?

GCSE Design and Technology is purposeful, as well as being fun and exciting! Studying GCSE Design and Technology will build on what you learnt about designing and making in Key Stage. You will use your knowledge and skills to design and make new and better solutions to real problems – on your own and with others – working with materials you choose. 


Why choose to study DT? 

· You enjoy designing, modelling and making.
· You find solving practical problems an interesting challenge. 
· You enjoy the creative freedom to develop ideas and work with a variety of material choices.


How is it assessed?
Controlled Assessment counts for 50% of the final GCSE. There is also a theory exam which includes core content and one material category which counts for 50%. Students can select either ‘Metals’ or ‘Polymers’ to specialise in. Core content is 40 marks in the exam; the chosen material category is 60 marks. 

In Year 10, you will complete ‘design and make’ projects over the year which are aimed at developing skills and theory knowledge in the core content and a chosen material category. The course will also incorporate training in technical drawing, use of hand tools and workshop machinery, and utilise the CAD/CAM laser technology. 

In Year 11, your project will consist of a single design and make activity where the design brief can be adapted to suit your preferences in the final product outcome. There are four parts to the assessment; Investigation, Design, Make and Evaluate. 

All controlled assessment is completed in school time with research based tasks completed in independent time. 
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How will it be graded?

All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.



	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
A Level Design and Technology.
Level 1 and 2 Apprenticeships in Design or Engineering. 
Degree level at university- engineering, product design, graphic design, animation and architecture. 
Foundation courses in design leading to a variety of courses e.g. set design, jewellery making and landscape gardening.
Degree level apprenticeships in Design or Engineering. 

	      
Architect
Engineering- materials, production and systems
Fashion Designer
Games Designer
Graphic Designer
Product Designer
Teaching
For a full list go to http://getintodesign.org







What are students’ views about this course?
[image: ][image: ]Design & Technology is a newly introduced course offered from 2017 at Wyedean. The programme will be delivered by creative, experienced and passionate teachers. 

Students that have previously chosen the subject of Design and Technology have commented that it “is a great course, it allows you to express yourself creatively in a friendly and enjoyable atmosphere”.
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