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Art & Design GCSE

Examination Board: AQA	 	Specification No: 8201

What will you learn?

The GCSE Art and Design course involves using a vast variety of media, techniques and concepts spanning traditional and contemporary art practice.  It is possible for you to explore and develop work associated with the following specialist disciplines following a core period of skills development:

Fine Art (drawing, painting, printmaking)
Graphic Communication (Illustration and lettering)
3D Design and some Textile Design
Photography

Why choose to study Art & Design? 

· You have enjoyed Art in the lower school, particularly in Year 9, and have found it challenging and rewarding.
· You are creative, patient, motivated and have strong thinking skills.
· You have welcomed the balance it gives to your other academic subjects.
· You have enjoyed all aspects of Art (including more traditional skills as well as the ‘doing’ and ‘making’) and have done so with success.
· You would be willing to spend a significant amount of time working on coursework tasks at home.
· For some of you it has been your favourite subject and you know you will pursue either Fine Art, Graphic Communication or Photography through to AS/A2 level.

How is it assessed? 

Through the continual assessment of portfolio units and a final externally set task.

Unit 1: Portfolio of Work – Worth 60%

A student’s portfolio will consist of at least one extensive unit of coursework and a selection of further work. This will be undertaken both in class and as homework.
All work will be assessed by the centre and moderated by AQA.

Unit 2: Externally Set Task – Worth 40%

Question papers featuring a selection of themes will issued in January of Year 11.
Candidates choose a theme to respond via an extended project. They will have a number of weeks to undertake all preparation work both in class and at home leading up to their practical exam, where they will produce a final outcome for the unit.
10 hours controlled assessment (spread over two days).
Controlled Assessment and preparatory work marked by centre and moderated by AQA.
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How will it be graded?
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 

Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	A level Art 
A level Photography 
A level Graphic Communication
BTEC Art & Design (vocational based) 
BTEC leading to direct placement/training in the workplace 
Degree level—BTEC will provide direct entry to a degree but it is usual for A level students to complete a “foundation course” first.
	Architecture
Art therapy 
Arts Curation/administration
Ceramicist 
Fashion/Textiles 
Graphic Design/ Advertising / Illustration 
Product design 
Professional artist 
Teaching 
Television/ Theatre/ Film: set design /costume design / make-up artist
Interior Design



What are Wyedean students’ views about this course? 

“If you feel organised and can manage time well, you will do well in Art and Design as the coursework is demanding.  It is fun though, if you like creativity” 
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