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Dance GCSE

Examination Board: AQA		Specification No: 8236
What will you learn? 

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject. 

This course recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will study a range of dance styles. They can choose any style to perform and choreograph in, providing it meets the assessment criteria. 

The study of the anthology of professional works will develop their ability to critically appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences and provides a springboard for engaging practical tasks.

Why choose to study Dance? 


‘I start stiff and that . . . it sort of feels good, once I get going I forget everything and disappear . . . I feel a change in my whole body, flying like a bird, like electricity yeah, like electricity.’
Billy Elliot


· Dance is exciting and challenging.  It requires you to be motivated and energised.

· Dance is an exciting subject where you can use your talent to gain an academic qualification.

· You will be participating in over 200 hours of practical dance classes throughout the two years

· You will learn new styles of dance and new techniques.

· You will watch, analyse and write about three professional dance works.

· You will choreograph and perform in groups and on your own.

· The subject is practically based, 80% of your marks are gained through dancing.

· You are not stuck behind a desk, it’s electrifying.











Dance GCSE (cont’d)
How is it assessed?

	Component 1: Performance and choreography

	What's assessed?
Performance
 • Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in duration) 
• Duet/trio performance (three and a half minutes in duration)

	Choreography 
• Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group dance for two to five dancers (three to three and a half minutes)

	How it's assessed?
Internally marked and externally moderated 
Performance
• 30% of GCSE 
• 40 marks (15 marks for set phrases and 25 marks for duet/trio performance)
Choreography
 • 30% of GCSE 
• 40 marks 

	Component 2: Dance appreciation 

	What's assessed?
• Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills 
• Critical appreciation of own work 
• Critical appreciation of professional works

	How it's assessed?
• 40% of GCSE 
• Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 
• 80 marks 
Questions 
Based on students' own practice in performance and choreography and the GCSE Dance anthology




How will it be graded?
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 
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Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
AS & A2 Dance
BTEC Performing Arts
Creative and Media Diploma
Centre of Advance Training Swindon
Dance Schools (various depending on ability, technique and previous training)
Performing Arts School (see above)
Degree Level – Dance, Performing Arts, Theatre Studies, Composition and Performance, Arts Therapies.

	
Actor / Actress 
Arts Journalism
Community Arts
Dance Therapist / Arts Therapist
Educational outreach
Media
Musical Theatre
Private Dance teacher
Professional  Dancer
Professional Choreographer
Teacher
Television / Theatre
Workshop Leader




What are Wyedean students’ views about this course?

Many Wyedean Dance GCSE students have gone on to study Dance at A Level and at degree level.

Dance is fantastic! A fun energising lesson which takes hard work and determination to succeed in.  Totally rewarding and a place to ‘let loose’.  I love Dance.  Dakes Fox 11H

I expanded my experience and knowledge of contemporary and modern dance by taking Dance GCSE and A Level Dance.  The knowledge I gained enabled me to audition for dance schools I wouldn’t have previously considered.  Sarah Fletcher, Flicker Dance Company
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