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Media Studies GCSE
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What will you learn? 

The media play a central role in contemporary society and culture.  They shape our perceptions of the world through the representations, viewpoints and messages they offer.  The media have real relevance and importance in our lives today, providing us with ways to communicate, with forms of cultural expression and the ability to participate in key aspects of society.  The economic importance of the media is unquestionable.  The media industries employ large numbers of people worldwide and operate as commercial industries on a global scale.   The global nature of contemporary media, coupled with ongoing technological developments and more opportunities to interact with the media, suggest that their centrality in contemporary life can only increase.

GCSE Media Studies offers you the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding of these key issues and the ability to debate important questions about the media.  It introduces you to a theoretical framework for analysing the media.  You will study both established and evolving media forms, gaining a real awareness of the role of the media in society and culture.  You will draw on your existing experience of the media, but also extend your appreciation and critical understanding through the study of products with which you are less familiar, including products for different audiences.

Learning about the media involves both exploring and making media products and you will apply and develop your knowledge and understanding of media language and representation through creating a media production.

GCSE Media Studies is based on a theoretical framework for exploring and creating media.  The framework is based on four inter-related areas:
· Media language - how the media communicate meanings through their forms and codes
· Representation – how the media portray events, issues, individuals and social groups
· Media industries – how the media industries’ processes of production, distribution and circulation affect media forms and platforms
· Audiences – how media forms target, reach and address audiences, how audiences interpret and respond to them, and how members of audiences become producers themselves.
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· Newspapers
· Film
· Video games
· Radio
· Magazines
· Advertising and marketing
· Music video and online, social and participatory media
· Television
Contexts of Media
You will develop knowledge and understanding of relevant contexts of media and their influence on media products and processes, including:
· Historical Context:  how the product reflects the time in which it was made through its use of media language, genre conventions, representations, themes, values, messages and its production, distribution, marketing, regulation, circulation and audience consumption.
· Social and Cultural Context:  how the product reflects the society and culture in which it was made through its representations, themes and values.  How audiences responses to and interpretations of media products may change over time.
· Political Context:  how the product reflects the political contexts in which it was made through its representations, themes, values, messages and viewpoints as well as how it’s made in through aspects of its ownership, marketing, regulation and audience consumption.

Why choose to study Media Studies?
· You are an active audience member of a range of different media forms – you don’t just watch or read media texts in Media Studies, you analyse and deconstruct and will be expected to explore media forms that you may not be familiar with.
· You are creative (not necessarily good at drawing!) and will be able to express your creative ideas through the production of media texts.
· You will have a questioning mind – every media text exists for a reason – who made it, why, who was it intended for and what effect does it have?
· You enjoy carrying out your own research.
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How is it assessed?

Component 1:  Exploring the Media
Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 
40% of qualification

Section A:  Exploring Media Language and Representation
This section assesses media language and representation in relation to two of the following media forms:  magazines, marketing (film posters), newspapers, or print adverts.

Section B:  Exploring Media Industries and Audiences
This section assesses two of the following media forms:  film, newspapers, radio, video games.

Component 2:  Understanding Media Forms and Products
Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
30% of qualification

This component assesses all areas of the theoretical framework and contexts of the media in relation to television and music.
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Non-exam assessment
30% of qualification

You will create a media production for an intended audience in response to a choice of briefs set by the exam board, applying knowledge and understanding of media language and representation.

How will it be graded?  
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 


Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
A Level Media Studies
A Level Film Studies
BTEC Award Interactive Media 
Diploma in Creative Media
Degree Level
	
Animation
Broadcasting
Film making
Journalism
Marketing
Media research
	
Political research or speech writing
Public relations
Publishing
Scriptwriting
Television production




What are Wyedean students’ views about this course?

‘Media Studies is a fun and productive way of learning that includes heated discussions which develop your opinions’(Georgina)

‘When I chose Media Studies it was just to fill a space in my option choices, but it turned into one of the best decisions I’ve made here.  The lessons are fun but informative, there are always things to talk about, often leading to heated discussion involving everyone in the room.’  (Debbie)

‘Media Studies is a great subject to study.  The skills and knowledge I’ve gained from this subject, I will carry for the rest of my life.  I love finding out about how texts are put together and discussing controversy’ (Erin)

‘Choosing Media Studies was definitely the best decision I made because it is such an enjoyable subject and we work so independently.  It’s great to look at an everyday aspect of our life in a different way, but never underestimate how much work you actually have to do!  I’m hoping to go on to study Media Studies at university and have a career in the industry.’ (Chloe)
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