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BTEC Business First 

Examination Board: Edexcel

What will you learn?

The important thing about BTEC Business is that it is still 75% coursework, even after recent changes. This is a new and exciting course, although we have run the previous BTEC First course since 2010 with fantastic results (100% A*-C grade equivalent in 2016). You will learn all of the essential business skills, such as how to start a business, Finance, Marketing, Production and People in Business.   You will learn in a variety of ways including case studies, visits, research, presentations and through running your own business for a short period.   

Why choose to study Business?

Because whilst BTEC Business is not one of the current government’s so-called “Ebacc” subjects, it is a fantastic, highly successful course which is enjoyed by students of ALL abilities. A large number of students continue with Business at Sixth Form and then pursue Business-related courses at university.

Because you will almost certainly end up either working in someone else’s business or running your own!  You will learn all of the essential Business skills, develop your use of ICT as part of your coursework and be well-prepared for Sixth Form courses, running your own business, university or employment.
Most significantly, you will almost certainly gain the equivalent of a GCSE at grade A*-C: the Students have averaged 99% for the last three years.  You will also be assessed in a variety of different ways, such as presentations, recordings and leaflets, as well as more traditional written work.

How is it assessed?

You will study a range of compulsory and optional units to gain the necessary points.  Here is a sample of the units:
Unit 1: Enterprise in the Business World

Unit 2: Finance for Business

Unit 3: Promoting a Brand

Unit 4: Principles of Customer Service

Unit 8: Recruitment, Selection and Employment

Assignments will vary: some will be written reports; others will be leaflets, brochures or posters; some will be presentations.   Most will involve contact with real businesses.






How will it be graded?
All GCSEs taken in 2019 will be awarded at grades 9-1, with 9 being the top grade.  The government considers a good pass (the equivalent of a C grade) to be a grade 5 in 2019. 


Pathways after Year 11

	Training Pathways
	Career routes

	
A-Level/ BTEC Business 
HND Business
NVQ training alongside employment
Degree level courses in Business, Management, Marketing, Finance, Accounting

	
Setting up your own business either as a full-time venture or alongside employment 

Your employment opportunities in ANY business should be enhanced by the knowledge and skills that you will have gained





What are Wyedean students’ views about this course?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“We liked the way of working with BTEC and found it less stressful than GCSEs.”  Hannah and Charlotte, Year 12
“I like the constant assessment; knowing that each piece of work is adding to my final grade.”  
Grace, Year 12, continuing with BTEC in the Sixth Form
“BTEC allows the opportunity for a lot of independent work, which means that you can set targets and realise your grade as you go along.”  Denni, past student of GCSE and BTEC
“I really enjoy BTEC as there are is less pressure from exams.  In future I plan to own my own shop.”  Harriet, past student 
“I want to run my own business in the golf industry and BTEC will definitely have helped me.” Sophie, ex-student   
“As a result of studying Business at Wyedean I am studying Business at Surrey University.”  Tom, ex-student                                                                        
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