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Drama and Theatre A-Level
Course Level: A-Level
Why study Drama and Theatre?
This course provides opportunities for the student to pursue particular aspects of study within the context of general knowledge and experience of the theatre.  The course encourages:
• The candidate’s development of appropriate theatre skills and the integral discipline of theatre work.
• An extension of the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of theatre.
• A critical and sensitive response to the complexities of theatre.
You need to be curious about issues and ideas and have a creative instinct for communicating your views through drama. You may be keen on acting, writing or on the visual and technical side of theatre and wish to develop your skills in some or all of these areas. Equally you will be interested in going to the theatre to see plays performed by different theatre companies.

Entry requirements
It is assumed that candidates will have gained a grade B in the GCSE Drama examination at the end of Year 11. However, it may be possible for a student achieving a grade C to study Drama and Theatre and decisions will be made on an individual basis. It is desirable to have the ability to express yourself practically and to be able to document your work in written portfolio and exam based assessments. An interest in the theatre is essential and it is highly recommended that interested candidates should be involved in as many drama activities as possible - both in and out of school.

What will I study?
We follow the 2016 Pearson (Edexcel) syllabus. Students have to study 3 components over the two year course, there is a mixture of prescribed texts and practitioners to use as vehicles for exploration of the Drama and theatre. The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in almost equal measure. You will extend your ability to create drama and theatre, either in a performing or production role. You will also be required to write about drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an informed critic. The course will involve taking part in drama productions, as well as studying plays and playwrights.



Component 1: Devising
Coursework
40% of the qualification
80 marks
Content overview:
• Devise an original performance piece.
• Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.
• Centre make own choice of text and practitioner. 



Component 2:  Text in Performance
Coursework
20% of the qualification
60 marks
Content overview:
• A group performance of one key extract from a performance text.
• A monologue or duologue performance from one key extract from a
different performance text.
• Centre makes own choice of performance texts.


Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
40% of the qualification
80 marks
Content overview:
• Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance.
• Practical exploration and study of a complete text – focusing on how this can be realised for performance.
• Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance text, in light of a chosen practitioner – focusing on how this text could be reimagined for a contemporary audience.
• Centre choice of 15 performance texts.
• Choice of eight practitioners.

What career opportunities lead from this course?

The A level GCE can lead to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts in Higher Education at degree or HND Level. It can be used as part of your course to broaden your studies and may lead on to a career in the performing arts industries.  Drama and Theatre A level GCE complements a range of subjects and is useful in building confidence and improving presentation skills in a range of careers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Possible career routes might include the following Performer, Lighting designer, Costume designer, Sound Engineer, Theatre in Education, Teaching, Drama Therapy, Theatre Administration or Retail Representative.
Wyedean School and Sixth Form Centre 2016-17

Wyedean School and Sixth Form Centre 2016-17
image1.png
g Wye d ean Aspire together, achieve together

School and Sixth Form Centre




