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1. Why study Politics?
What are the skills they will cover? What are the wider benefits?
Politics A level is an exciting course which gives students the opportunity to find out about our larger than life political leaders, how the political system works and how ordinary people can get involved in the political process. There’s lots of opportunity for discussion and debate, but the written skills needed are just as rigorous as for any A’ Level.  Students would be interested in studying Politics if they have a keen interest in current affairs and changes in the world around them, and if they enjoy argument and discussion on political issues.  As well as providing students with an increased understanding of how government in their own and other countries work, the course provides excellent training for a variety of higher education courses in that it helps students develop their ability to support and sustain an argument in both written and oral form, and to listen to and appreciate a variety of points of view.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What are the Politics course entry requirements?
It is assumed that candidates will have gained a grade B in GCSE English Language or History.   However, it may be possible for a student achieving a C in English Language or History to study Politics and decisions will be made on an individual basis. Students who enjoy History will probably enjoy Politics too. It helps to be interested in finding out more about current affairs, to write fluently and to enjoy discussion.

3. What will I learn?
The specification going to be Edexcel Politics.  The A level covers UK government and Politics, political ideologies, US government and politics and comparisons between the UK and US political systems

Unit 1:

Political Participation:  When studying this unit you will cover ways in which people can get involved in the political process, referendums, pressure groups, political parties, electoral systems and voting behaviour in the UK.  You will also study the core political ideas of conservatism, liberalism and socialism.

Unit 2: 

UK Government:  When studying this unit you will cover the British constitution and how it could be reformed, the judiciary and its powers, the powers and roles of MPs and Parliament, the Prime Minister and, Cabinet, devolution and the EU and the relationships between the different branches of government.  You will also study an optional ideogogy, either nationalism, anarchism, feminism, ecologism or multiculturalism.

Unit 3: Comparative Politics, The USA:

You will study the US Constitution and federalism, US Congress, US Presidency, US Supreme Court, US elections and political participation, and civil rights.  You will make comparisons between the US and UK in these areas.
4. How will my work be assessed?
Unit 1

A written exam with 30 mark questions from a choice of 4 and one 24 mark question from a choice of 2
A weight of 33.3%, 2 hours

Unit 2

A written exam with 30 mark questions from a choice of 4 and one 24 mark question from a choice of 2
A weight of 33.3%, 2 hours

Unit 3

A written exam with one 12 mark question from a choice of 2, one compulsory 12 mark extract question and two 30 mark questions from a choice of 3.
A weight of 33.3%, 2 hours
Total examination time – 6 hours.



5. What career opportunities could lead from Politics?

An A level in Politics provides a good grounding for a wide range of courses and careers.  It is well respected by higher education institutions.  Politics students are good at analysis, debating, weighing up arguments and using and dealing with words, as well as putting across a strong argument so careers in politics, journalism, publishing, law, advertising and the media are popular. Skills learnt in politics help with careers in business, the civil service, accountancy, banking and the local government.
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