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1. Why study for a BTEC in IT?
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Information Technology is a qualification equivalent in size to one A Level. It is designed for learners who are interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and share information alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in IT. Learners will develop a common core of IT knowledge and study areas such as the relationship between hardware and software that form an IT system, managing and processing data to support business and using IT to communicate and share information.
You will learn to master a number of applications some of which will be new to you, including:
· MS Office
· MS Project Manager
· Adobe Photoshop
· Adobe Flash
· Adobe Dreamweaver
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2. What are the ICT course entry requirements?
You would benefit most from a GCE in Applied ICT if you have one or more of the following:
· A ‘C’ or better  in GCSE ICT or equivalent level 2 qualification
· A strong interest in ICT and desire to study the subject at A level.
You should also have an interest in developing the knowledge and skills you need to be a competent and informed ICT user.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]What will I learn?
This content has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it incorporates the most up-to-date knowledge and skills to enable progression to higher education. In addition, employers and professional bodies have been consulted on the content development to confirm its relevance to current industry practice used in IT and related occupational disciplines.

Students study the relationship between hardware and software and managing and communicating information and data across three core units:

· Information Technology Systems
· Creating Systems to Manage Information
· Using Social Media in Business.

Students select an additional unit of study on either data modelling or website development to complete the qualification.
4. How will my work be assessed?
There are 4 units to study over two years. Two of the units are external assessment and two are internal coursework based assessments. Of the two external assessments one is completed in a controlled assessment environment in the classroom and the other is a formal written exam. Therefore this qualification will suit those students that do not enjoy formal end of year exams.
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5. What career opportunities could lead from studying for a BTEC in ICT?
When taken alongside other Level 3 qualifications, the qualification gives learners the opportunity to progress to a degree in an information technology discipline or a degree where information technology related skills and knowledge may be advantageous.

The qualification supports entry to, for example:
· BA (Hons) in Computer Arts
· BSc (Hons) in Fashion Buying Management
· BSc (Hons) in Software Development for Animation
· BA (Hons) in Accounting and Finance.

The qualification, when studied with other Level 3 qualifications, is aimed at progression to higher
education but also enables leaners to develop knowledge and skills needed for entry-level roles related to IT, including vocational apprenticeship roles and trainee/entry-level roles such as a social media specialist, web/content developer, or business analyst.
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Mandatory units
There are 3 mandatory units that learners must complete, 1 internal and 2 external.
Op

Learners must complete 1 optional unit

nal units

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Information Technology

1] Type How assessed
number

Information Technology Systems Mandatory External
Synoptic

Creating Systems to Manage Mandatory External
Information

Using Social Media in Business Mandatory Internal

Data Modelling optional Internal

Website Development optional Internal
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