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A-Level English Literature

Why study English Literature?
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The Eduqas (WJEC) specification encourages A-Level students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature and literary studies through reading widely and independently both set texts and others that they have selected for themselves. This subject encourages creative engagement with a range of texts and ways of responding to them. A love of reading and discussing and sharing ideas is a prerequisite of the course. Students are encouraged to think critically, and convey this coherently in written form. 

What are the course entry requirements? 

C grade GCSE in English and English Literature is essential. However, to access all areas of the course, a grade B is recommended.  

What will I learn? 

As well as the range of valued skills listed above, students will also visit a range of genres and literary periods. The focus will be on refining written expression; analysing language, form and structure; making connections between texts; and investigating the influence of contextual factors. As part of the course, students are required to study a range of texts for A-level examinations. There is also a coursework component to this course at A-level.
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How will my work be assessed? 

At Wyedean, we follow the Eduqas (WJEC) English Literature A-level syllabus. This course includes modern novels, Shakespeare, texts in context, texts in time, literary connections and reading for meaning. Listed below is the syllabus at a glance:


	A Level
	

	
Component 1
	
30% 2 hour examination (open text)
Poetry 
Section A: Poetry pre 1900 (John Keats)
Section B: Poetry post 1900 (Larkin and Duffy)


	A Level
	

	
Component 
2
	
30% 2 hour examination (closed book)
Drama
Section A: Shakespeare
Section B: ‘Doctor Faustus’ and ‘Enron’

	A Level
	

	
Component 
3
	
20%: 2 hour examination
Unseen texts
Section A: Unseen Prose
Section B: Unseen Poetry


	
Component 4
	
20%: Coursework
Prose Study – ‘Jane Eyre’ and modern prose (student choice)


Please note that texts are chosen at the teacher’s discretion in conjunction with approval from the exam board so are subject to change.

What career opportunities could lead from this course?

Having A-Level English Literature as a subject can offer you a host of employment opportunities, as well as giving you a distinct advantage when applying to universities. This traditional, academic subject is valued by university admissions tutors as you will be able to express yourself coherently and demonstrate secure skills of analysis.

If you are intending to be self-employed as a proof reader, freelance writer or author, then having A-Level English Literature can really develop your skills and give you added credibility.

Almost any career can be accessed with this A-Level; however career opportunities that require English Literature include journalist, columnist, screenwriter, editor and teacher, with several other careers particularly in the media and publishing industries, where this qualification is a huge advantage. 

[image: alevel-englit]There are a number of university courses that require an English Literature A-Level, including journalism, creative writing and English Literature, amongst others, and there are a huge number of courses where it would give you a clear advantage.   
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