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I spoke to a group of colleagues a week ago
who seemed to sum up my own feelings
about this term; so much good has happened
over the last few months at Wyedean School
that we don’t want the term to end but at the
same time staff and students are exhausted
and cannot wait for the break for Christmas
to re-charge batteries ready for January
2017. Both the Year 6 and Year 11 Open
Evenings this term have been opportunities
to again show off Wyedean School at its best
to our local communities both sides of the
river Wye. The huge increase in student
applications is testament to the excellent
teaching, the educational opportunities and
the nurturing/caring learning environment at
Wyedean School.
This was validated
completely with the Challenge Partners
Review visit over 3 days in November as they
looked at all aspects of the school. My
English and Latin colleague, Julie Smith,
contributed a significant article in December
to the Times Educational Supplement (TES)
on the development and approach of
ongoing teacher training here at Wyedean.
Baroness Royall, the former leader of the
House of Lords, came to speak to students a
few weeks ago and complimented them for
being “confident, articulate and could
challenge in a good way”. This incredible
model of developing student leadership has
been evident in a range of ways this term
from the BTEC students who have set up and
th
are running a commercial café in 6 Form, to

the students who took part in creating the
study/learning garden at the start of
December to the critical thinking students
who have debated Brexit, Syria and Trump
with students in schools around the World
over Skype and sat in Windsor Castle
alongside eminent business and academics
for the day in October debating a positive
narrative for their generation.
The various Wyedean Warriors sports teams
have enjoyed considerable success this term
and you can read more in this newsletter.
The Music Dept has been heavily involved in
the community supporting a range of
concerts and events with their choirs and
bands. I sat and watched them in St Mary’s
Chepstow this week and was just amazed at
the depth of talent and confidence our young
people of this school have. Hearing John
Denver’s “Country Road”, a particular family
favourite of mine, being performed
beautifully on the harp in that beautiful
church will carry me through the cold and
winter gloom of the January and February
days when we return in 2017.
I know a lot of people who will be glad to see
the back of 2016 for various reasons, a few
reasons already referenced above. The
national education picture both in England
and Wales is probably one of the worst I can
remember as an educator in terms of the
funding crisis, PISA results in Wales and the

recent green paper on education for England
to name but a few. But I only have to walk
around the school and see the energy and
optimism of the staff and students. I know
that the focus will continue in 2017 to be on
giving these young people in our care the
best educational environment to support and
nurture their development to take their place
in the World with hope and confidence. I
invite you to see some of the things that your
children have been doing this term in the
December 2016 newsletter to see what I
mean. We also post on Twitter, Facebook,
school website etc daily the learning and
enrichment that together with the
curriculum makes Wyedean a beacon of
educational excellence. In early January I
have been invited to a special meeting with
the National Schools Commissioner, Sir
David Carter, to talk about the experience of
Wyedean. There will be plenty to talk about
when we meet.
I wish you and your families a restful,
enjoyable Christmas and a hopeful 2017.
Rob Ford

Rob Ford
Headteacher
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Year 10 Fired Up! with GFRS
At Wyedean School and Sixth Form Centre the safety and wellbeing of our students and the wider community is very
important. With this in mind, eleven students from Year 10 put
themselves forward to undergo a three day course with the
Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) to learn more
about keeping themselves and others safe.
In late September, Sarah Turk, Henry William, Ciara McChrystal,
Evie Purcell, Jacob Rees, Emma Morgan, Josette Deeth, Isaac
Pole, Laura Willingham, Peter Garside and Jack McGilvray took
part in the GFRS Fired Up! course based at Lydney Firestation.
Afterwards one parent contacted the school and GFRS to praise
the
experience:
“My daughter attends Wyedean School …/… (please) pass on my
thanks to you and all the other professionals involved in the 3day training event. I am really pleased that our daughter put
herself forward for the opportunity. Emma had a great time and
clearly learned lots of useful skills. She came home after each day
and talked at length about what she had done. She said the first
day, spent in mock-up streets in a training centre in Gloucester,
covered lots of different
scenarios a young person
might find themselves in and
taught them how to
manage. On the next two
days in Lydney she said they
learned about first aid, did
some physical training and
participated in lots of teambuilding exercises (some of
which seemed to involve
water hoses and yoga
balls...? She was glad she
had the right kit on to keep
her dry for the bus journey
home!). I can't believe we
didn't have to make any
financial
contribution,
especially given that there were return bus trips to Gloucester
and Lydney. So thanks very much for a great community
learning opportunity.”
The project aims to provide a range of learning experiences for
young people that will enable them to recognise the impact and
consequences of risky conduct on their future and on the
community; enabling them to make safer choices about their
behaviour and lifestyle; to build positive relationships and
support their development towards independence.
The first day encouraged studentsto think differently about
their own attitudes to risk. The students enjoyed a full day in
SkillZONE, where small groups spent time exploring each of the
14 scenarios, with a particular emphasis on home, personal, fire
and community safety. The students were encouraged to discuss
the issues and risks that emerged and explored in depth ways to

improve their personal safety. The session included time in
NetZONE with a trained CEOP Thinkuknow Ambassador,
enabling student s to identify the potential risks of their own
online activity around coercion.
The second phase of the course was based around team work
and practical fire training sessions. This phase was based on a
highly successful scheme delivered to Prince’s Trust students. It
has been shown to improve confidence, self-esteem,
communication and teamwork and is an opportunity not
available with any other organisation in Gloucestershire.
The
group
worked
with
firefighters to learn drills and
problem solving exercises using a
fire appliance, wearing fire PPE
to search a building for casualties
and then practised an immediate
first aid assessment. Road traffic
collision and driving safety was
also included, as well as basic
First Aid.
The Chief Fire Officer, Stewart
Edgar wrote in response to
Wyedean School:

“I am incredibly pleased Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service’s
aim of making our community safer has been successful once
again. By offering the chance for students to learn through
education some of the important aspects about Gloucester Fire
and Rescue Service that the
public may not necessarily
witness or understand, is
perhaps a key insight into what
we do and the aims of this
Service. This kind of positivity
and learning is potentially key
for driving the future of safety
in Gloucestershire”.
Well done all the students
involved. Many thanks to GFRS
and the Fire Station Personnel
at Lydney, but in particular
thanks to FF Chris Hale (Station
03 Cinderford).
The good news is another twelve Wyedean students from Year 9
th
are embarking on the same experience starting November 30
2016.
Co-ordinating teacher, Stuart Motson (3ic Sciences and exretained firefighter).
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A Level Product Design
A Level Product Design students have started work on a lighting project on the
theme of “Biomimicry”. To assist with early research, they visited Seaquarium
in Weston-Super-Mare and Bristol University Botanical Gardens, sketching and
information gathering.
The resulting coursework has been outstanding in its creativity and
presentation: A promising start to an exciting design project.

The Big Bean Café
The Big Bean Café opened its doors this year after a lot of
thoughtful planning and preparation. It has been extremely
successful and so wonderful to see the progress that has been
made. The idea began as a way to run the level 3 BTEC subsidiary
however, it is now so much more than that. Not only has it
improved the relationship between students and staff it is helping
to bridge the gap between School and University. The sixth
formers working behind the counter have developed their
communication skills and their confidence overall.
It has been a whirlwind first term with us receiving a level 5 food
hygiene rating, thanks to the hard work of all of the Sixth formers.
We have been made a member of the Café Society and we have hosted a number of events.
Thanks to all of the support we have had we aim to become bigger and better and to create lots
of “Baby Beans” – Watch this space.
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Battlefields Trip
On 19th – 21st October 40 Y11 students went to Belgium
and France to visit the battlefields of World War I. They
visited Sanctuary Wood in Ypres where the remains of
trenches can be seen. On the second day the visits focused
on the Somme. Students had a guided tour of Lochnagar
Crater which is where a mine was blown up on the first day
of the Somme. The explosion was so loud it was heard in
London! They also saw Thiepval which is the British
memorial to the missing on the Somme. They had a tour of
Beaumont-Hamel Park where the Newfoundland regiment
went over the top on 1st July 1916, the first day of the
Somme. Finally, they saw the trenches in Thiepval Wood
and had a talk about the contribution of the Ulster
regiment at the Battle of the Somme. On the third day we
went into Wellington Quarry where soldiers waited before
the Battle of Arras in 1917. We then went to Notre Dame
de Lorette where there is a massive French cemetery and
the remains of a trench system.

The students enjoyed squelching through the mud and
trying to jump the trenches. We ended the tour at a
German cemetery where students presented a wreath and
read poems of remembrance. The students enjoyed their
trip and it was very eye-opening in terms of the losses
suffered in the war. It is hard to comprehend such large
numbers
of
casualties until
you
are
actually
standing in a
cemetery and
realise
that
this is just one
of thousands
such places.
The students
were a credit
to themselves and the school. It was a pleasure to take
them.

Singers spread Christmas Cheer
Members of the Gospel Choir and School Choir have been
seen, and heard, spreading Christmas Cheer throughout
Chepstow in the last couple of weeks.
Both choirs have been performing carols and seasonal
songs in the foyers of Tescos and Marks and Spencer.
The singers were well received in both locations with
several onlookers stopping their shopping in order to
stand and listen to the impromptu concerts!
The carol singing followed a busy month of performances
for the choirs which included the Tintern Abbey Torchlight
Service and Wyedean’s own Christmas Concert, held
annually at St Mary’s Church.
In the New Year, both choirs will be working hard for
performances in both the Music for Youth and the Mid
Somerset Music Festivals.
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Stretch and Challenge in English
This term we have launched our ‘Stretch and Challenge’ programme with a selection of our most able year 8 students.
Fortnightly, we meet in the library to discuss modern literature texts which have previously been studied at A-level.
Through the course of our discussions we are enriching skills of analysis and evaluation required for GCSE, whilst exploring
texts creatively and imaginatively. Whilst only in its pilot stages, this is programme that has the potential for expansion as
we can diversify from the curriculum requirements and stimulate a passion for literature at all ages.

News from Geography
Earthquake proof building challenge
As part of their work in Geography on earthquakes, Year 9 have been
investigating the effect building design has on the impacts of earthquakes.
Classes were given the challenge to design and build a two storey structure with
straws. These were then tested for their strength and their ability to with stand
shaking. Students engaged really enthusiastically with this and should be
commended on their planning and group work skills.

GCSE Geography Fieldwork
As part of GCSE Geography studies, students ventured outdoors to investigate the
downstream local river Mounton Brook. Students spent the day measuring the channel
dimensions and analysing the human and physical features affecting the river channel. This was a fabulous learning experience and the
team work and data collect skills the students demonstrated was exemplary. Great fun was had by all and students were able to use
this both in their controlled assessment and as a case study for their exams.

Foundation Learning enjoyed a visit to Coffee #1
Year 11 Foundation Learning enjoyed a visit to Coffee #1, on Tuesday 6th Dec 2016, as part of their course on work Skills
and applying for a job. They had a very informative but relaxed talk from the Manager, Jonathan on what skills he looks for
when he is interviewing staff for a job. The second half of the visit was a reward for working well this term and they had
already researched what drinks they wanted beforehand on the Coffee #1 website.
5
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Art in Action!
Images of some of the new murals created this term by Art Department, led by Miss Clark, plus Brianna Creed, Maya Tyrrell
yr11, Clara Morgan and Sophie Jones yr13.

Clara Morgan, Cordelia Mizen and Holly Curtis of yr13 working on the
Outreach Sculpture project at Archbishop Rowan Williams School.

6
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News flash: Year 11 Media Studies students making
headlines
Year 11 Media Studies students took part in a ‘News Flash’ workshop in November, delivered by
Jack Hinchey from the University of Gloucestershire. Having worked with our students before,
he was excited to see what they would come up with in a newsroom simulation activity. As
always, our students excelled and were very competive in seeking out stories that would appeal
to the given target audience, creating headlines and writing and delivering pitches. It was
tightly fought contest, narrowly won by Zoe Ashwood, Billy Curtis and Trinity Jones (seen below
modelling their USB bracelet prizes), with Marco Bowen taking the runner-up position after
providing the only sport related story. It was a great chance for students to experience the time
pressures and competition of a busy newsroom. We are looking forward to welcoming Jack
back into school in 2017 to deliver workshops on careers opportunities in the media and topic
related activities for our sixth form classes.

Students share “Theatre of Cruelty” lessons.

Year 13 BTEC Performing Arts students gave Year 11 GCSE Drama students an experience they won’t forget last week when
they used director Antonin Artaud’s “Theatre of Cruelty” principles to devise a “Theatrical Experience” based on a video
and lyric stimulus. The Performers in “Hope there’s Someone” tied up, force fed, blindfolded, cuddled their audience and
soaked them with water as well as overwhelming them with sound in an attempt to engage them with the themes of
mortality and faith. The Year 11 audience reported being totally shocked but also having had their eyes opened to the
power of a different drama style to stir emotions. Well done to the BTEC group – you were fabulously “Cruel”!
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News from Science
FameLab Academy Science competition launches in January 2017
Wyedean School and Sixth Form Centre starts its FameLab Academy journey in January,
with the winning student destined to compete in the countywide final organised by
Cheltenham Science Festival.
FameLab Academy is a competition for Year 9 students in Gloucestershire, sponsored by EDF Energy. Students have just
three minutes to explain a scientific topic in a dynamic and
engaging way to a panel of judges who will adjudicate the
presentations based on their content, clarity and charisma.
FameLab Academy is a sister competition to Cheltenham
Festivals’ FameLab, the world’s leading science communication
competition which discovers and promotes the best new voices in
science, technology and engineering.
Each FameLab Academy school is matched with a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) Mentor trained in public
engagement who will visit the school and work with students. The
winner from each school receives a two-day Communication
Masterclass, a work placement in a local STEM company and
entry into the Gloucestershire final. Renishaw engineer, Kirsty Wynne, will mentor Wyedean School near Chepstow on how
to give an effective presentation.
Last year the competition was a hugely successful event where all Year 9 students gained confidence in presenting to peers
and staff. Dan Feltham performed brilliantly at the regional final and represented the school incredibly well. All of the
current year 9 will devise a 3 minute talk in class. On 8th February the winners
from each Year 9 class will present to the whole of Year 8 February with
members of the Leadership team, a governors and a representative from
FameLab Academy acting as judges. We look forward to hearing the brilliant
Year 9 explaining Science with interest and passion in 2017.
Watch the FameLab Academy video here: https://youtu.be/03YCmiTFl_E
Above is Dan Feltham: Last year’s Wyedean School FameLab winner.
Cheltenham Science Festival 2016
Year 8 students attended the Times Cheltenham Science Festival on
Monday 5th December and were treated to an insight to engineering
solutions to life’s problems by Zoe Gamble and considered the
evolutionary history shared by all species on our planet by
paleontologist Jules Howard.Lyall Wood (pictured) gambled an
evolutionary strategy on stage and survived an unexpected ice age
and the students left with 65 million-year-old sand shark’s teeth.
Many thanks to Mr Motson who arranged the opportunity.
8
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The RS Department visits Poland
35 A Level students visited Poland over half term as part of
a trip organised by the Religious Studies Department.
Highlights included guided tours of the fascinating city of
Krakow, visits to the famous salt mines and a sombre (very
wet) visit to Auschwitz and Birkenau concentration camps.
Students behaved impeccably and everyone got so much
from the trip.

Merry Christmas from the
library!
We wish to send glad tidings of great reading and book
borrowing from the LRC! This term we started a really
exciting book club – the Book Beanies – and we have been
reading our way through the fantastic pack of top titles
supplied by the Book Trust. We have once again
celebrated
some
amazing
Accelerated
Reader
achievements at year 7 and 8 assemblies, for which a
special mention must go to William Fudge who has read
almost 3 million words, completed 50 quizzes this term

and got 25 !00% scores! Our 100% tree is laden down with
names, and Ryan McBride and Callum Kerton were the
lucky raffle winners picking up a £10 book token to spend
over the Christmas holidays.
We are eager to spread the news and raise the profile of
the annual World Book Day (WOBOD) competition. This
comes around each December, and every year my heart
races as I dream of Wyedean winning this competition.
The first prize is a whopping £5,000 worth of Walker books
and there are also £3,000 and £1,000 book prizes up for
grabs. This year a Herculaean effort was made by Josette
Deeth, Bethany Garland, Megan Chidley, Laura Willingham

and Izzy Adams The girls created a fabulous 3 –d display on
the theme of “World of Stories” featuring characters from
stories from all corners of the globe. These included Apollo
and Persephone from Greek Mythology, The Rainbow
serpent from an Aboriginal legend, Baba Yaga’s house on
chicken legs from a famous Russian fairy tale, as well as
more familiar characters such as Paddington Bear, Harry
Potter and Aslan and Lucy from The Lion, The Witch and

The Wardrobe. I want to personally thank and praise these
girls, who sweated blood and tears to complete their
display on time so really well done!. Well done also to Rhys
Murphy who entered his poster of characters from his
favourite books – great effort Rhys! Huge thanks to Miss
Collins and Mr Gibson who helped
them enormously. Next year we will
be
heavily
promoting
this
competition within the classrooms,
because it is an amazing opportunity
and challenge and we are convinced
that Wyedean can win this! Good
luck to this year’s imaginative entry,
and we look forward to the winner
announcement on World Book Day
on 2nd March.
May your days be merry and bright and may all your
Christmas books choices be right! 
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Times Tables Rock Stars
Year 7 students will begin Times Tables Rock Stars in their Maths lessons in January. This is a fantastic resource that gives
our students vital practise at their times tables knowledge which will make them quicker, more efficient and accurate in
their Maths lessons. Maths teachers recognise how fundamental timestable recall speed is to later success in maths
lessons; yet it's not always easy finding engaging ways to do daily practice. TT Rock Stars has been used in many schools
across the UK since 2010 and the feedback is that pupils and teachers love it.
Every student in year 7 will have a personal login to the TT Rock Stars website from their teacher and we recommend they
begin using the site over the Christmas holiday period in preparation for their lessons next term.

Wyedean Extra-Curricular Gymnastics Club:
Buzz of Activity
Wyedean Extra Curricular Gymnastics Club which was established in September under Lisa Hicks gymnastics coach and
cover supervisor has a real buzz of activity about it!
Students from Year 7 through to Year 12 are involved in the club, from complete beginners to competitive club gymnasts.
Girls and boys have been taking part in the club every Wednesday from 3.30-4.30 developing skills on floor, vault and
trampette.

Students and ex-gymnasts have also participated in the running of the club - choreographing routines, coaching gymnastics
and cheerleading skills.
Plans for 2017 are to develop the young leaders, introduce an award scheme in association with British Gymnastics, with
whom the school is affiliated, and to participate in the schools Creative Festival in the summer term.
A big well done to everyone who has joined in with the club over the last 12 weeks. I look forward to seeing you all back at
the start of next term for new skills, sportsmanship and fun.
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Latin goes from strength to strength
In January 2016, Lucy Roberts and Gwenda Watson from Wyedean School began an ongoing training and mentoring
partnership with the Bristol University Classics Department to help establish Latin as part of English and Modern Foreign
Language teaching here. The partnership was kicked off with an intensive one-day workshop which included a refresher
course on Latin grammar and syntax, some translation work, and practical tips on setting up and sustaining Latin teaching.
Gwenda and Lucy were given a take-home folder of classroom resources, along with guidance on accessing and utilising
further resources and funding. Since then, the adventurous teachers have made links with other schools such as
Habadashers’ Monmouth School for Girls where they observed lessons and discussed with highly experienced teachers
ways of teaching Latin. It has been hard work, but has paid off.
With
the
enthusiastic
and
wholehearted backing of the school’s
Head, Robert Ford, and with
additional financial support from
Classics for All, Wyedean has now
successfully introduced both Years 7
and 8 to Latin and run highly
successful induction days for Years 5
and 6. Disseminating the initial Bristol University training, Year 7 English teachers are now teaching Latin to their classes and
the feedback has been incredibly positive. All of the students involved so far have shown a very encouraging and excited
response to Latin and teachers report that they are really enjoying learning alongside the students. Especially rewarding is
that teachers can already see improvements in self-esteem, particularly amongst less confident students as they learn the
rudiments of grammar and sentence structure in a fun and collaborative environment. For more able students, the benefits
of making connections with both Modern Foreign Languages and English cannot be underestimated – that’s without
mentioning the delight of the intellectual challenge and the mathematical element involved! The spin off from all of this is
that yet another door has opened at Wyedean as the school has recently set up a Classical Civilisation GCSE short course
study group, consisting of both teachers and Year 12 students. Res secundae Wyedean!

Designing a Study Garden
Wyedean students have been involved in an exciting opportunity designing a
study garden with a team of designers from Touch Wood Enterprises. The study
garden will be in the area outside the front of the main school to help extend
learning outside of the normal classroom environment.
The process of design and build has been fully led by students. A team of 30
students from all year groups spent the day working together as a team to create
a design and build a full scale mock-up in the space. All students were
exceptional, and their designs were very clear and inspired. Many thanks to Sarah
McLellan for helping to organise and run the first phase.
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News from Music
On Wednesday 13 December, Wyedean students joined with students of other local secondary and primary schools, and
adults from the local community to present a wonderful Christmas concert.
The setting of St Mary’s Priory was perfect for enjoying an evening of festive music by various school and community
groups and individual Wyedean students.
Even before the first notes of the Community Orchestra rang out, there was evidence of the Wyedean community in action.
The equipment was taken from school to St Mary’s in the minibus by Mr Creed, Mr Jenkins and their student helpers,
making it much easier to set things out in the afternoon. Nikkita Miller, with the Music Department on work experience,
and Matthew Traill in Year 13 did sterling work in helping to prepare the stage area for the evening.
School groups taking part were the main Choir and Gospel Choir, Brass Group (conducted by Steve Fidler) and Flute Group.
Overlapping with the Community Music Centre, we also heard from the Community Orchestra, Choir, Madrigal Group and
Microjazz Band.
There were memorable individual performances from Caitlin Dixon, Isabelle Riordan, Ceira Moulton (singers), Ellis Fryer
(flute), Sephrenia Canty (harp) and Rosie Levy (piano).
One example of how these occasions bring the various strands of our community together was the way the orchestra was
made up of three kinds of members – those who rehearse week by week on Thursday evenings; friends who are able to
come along occasionally; plus others joining in on the night itself. This gives our students a great opportunity to play
alongside older and more experienced musicians as part of a larger group.
Mr Wagland’s speech at the end of the concert celebrated all the talent, teamwork and community spirit on show, and the
sense of enjoyment and achievement it had conveyed.

British Council International School Award success for
Wyedean School
Wyedean School has been awarded the British Council’s prestigious International School Award in recognition of its work to
bring the world into the classroom.
The International School Award is a badge of honour for schools that do outstanding work in international education, such
as through links with partner schools overseas. Fostering an international dimension in the curriculum is at the heart of the
British Council’s work with schools, so that young people gain the cultural understanding and skills they need to live and
work as global citizens.
Wyedean School’s international work includes the celebration of European Day of Languages with a food tasting café,
holding an International Christmas Market, the
introduction of Mandarin to Wyedean students,
primary clusters and community in conjunction
with Confucius Institute Cardiff, holding a
Chinese New Year Festival, having regular skype
chats with students in Moldova and Canada,
taking part in letter writing activities with
12
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schools in Paris and Madrid, residential trips around the world and much, much more!

Year 11 Modern Languages Cardiff University Visit
Year 11 languages students were visited by a lecturer and an alumni student from Cardiff University this half term. They
were informed about the benefits of choosing a language at A Level and the endless opportunities that are available to
students just from learning languages at GCSE/A Level. Our guests also spoke about the languages degree courses that they
offer at Cardiff University and the opportunity to live and work abroad for a year during the degree course. Students were
motivated by the visit and we hope to see many of them continue their studies in languages at Wyedean next year.

Video Games Club

This might have some impact on my choices next year, as
knowing how to use a program like construct 2 will really
help with computer science and ICT. We’re not sure what
we want to do for a degree, but it may be something to do
with computer science or game design.

The video game club has been making a game in Construct
2, called “BOB! The Game”. Construct 2 is a program used
to make a 2D platform game, which is what BOB! The
Game is. Over the course of 5 weeks the group learned to
import character sprites, code a walk animation, create a
spawn point, and code an invisible camera to follow Bob as
he walked along the platform.

Arthur 7C
I learned how to program a game in Constuct 2. I have
really enjoyed this. This is something that interests me
because I like playing games. My brother is doing
computer science, so this is a bit like what he is doing.

Here’s some thoughts from people who have stuck with
this to the end:
Lyall 8c
I learned about how you can use simple skills to make a
really cool game. I have enjoyed it lots. I added lots of
different features, and experimented with different
variables on when making the game, such as making
rotating platforms.
Alex 11C, Tyler 11C, Marco 11C
We have learned the basics on how to create and code a
game.

Write for Rights
On Tuesday 6th December the students at Wyedean marked the Write for Rights Amnesty
International campaign by writing letters and signing cards for Prisoners of Conscience all around
the world.
13
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Year 10 Vocational Group
The vocational group have been on a variety of trips as a way of supporting their current unit of study, planning a trip to a
visitor attraction. They have researched various visitor attractions, looking at prices, activities, most appropriate visitor
type and any considerations needed when planning a trip. Trips have included visiting; Beechenhurst, Cannop Ponds,
Bathhurst park, Krazy golf at Taurus crafts. A final Christmas themed trip is planned for 15th December to Clearwell Caves,
where the pupils will hopefully experience a Winter Wonderland. The pupils will present their research and day trip
itinerary via a PowerPoint or if they are feeling very brave in role as a tourist information officer.

New Year, New You?
The Adult Community Learning Spring Term Programme starts week beginning 16th January and offers just such an
opportunity to spring into the New Year and help you realise your goals and dreams.
Whether it is to be at peace with yourself on Wellbeing through Mindfulness or to kick-start that health and fitness regime
with Golf, Zumba, Pilates or Yoga, you can be sure that you will be getting expert help and a friendly atmosphere to get
going.
Of course, you may just wish to be creative. Try Painting with Watercolours or
make beautiful pieces of jewellery on Silversmithing Jewellery for All. Clothes
Making, Alterations + Soft Furnishing and, not forgetting Flower Arranging, offer
you the means to beautify your home, too.
Are you the proud owner of a new Ipad? Get started on Make the Most of your
Ipad and learn more on Make even More of your Ipad. Of course, you will also
need to get to grips with the various apps and Make the most of Google Apps will
help you with this.
The evenings at Wyedean have a great buzz. Join the happy band of students who
have had such happy experiences in their classes this term – “Very nice group of
people; very helpful, no pressure was made to feel welcome and valued. Was a
pleasure”.
There are numerous courses on offer, such as Back, Neck & Shoulder Massage; Italian; Archaeology; British sign Language
and many more…Browse the brochure online – go to ‘Community’, then ‘Adult Learning’ then ‘Courses’ and download the
full Spring Term Brochure.
Don’t miss out on an opportunity to enhance your life!”

Christmas trees at Wyedean
Many thanks to Chepstow Garden Centre for kindly donating a Christmas tree to the Big
Bean café and to Hanley Farm shop in Stroat for their help in allowing us to purchase a
huge tree for the entrance hall at a generous discount.
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News from PE
Welsh rugby union tag rugby coaching award.
Mr Nigel Way (Regional director of coaching for the
Newport Gwent Dragons) came into school to deliver the
Welsh Rugby union TAG leaders coaching award. In total
15 students gained the qualification which involved
covering: The theory behind coaching, child protection,
rules and regulations, before getting involved in the
practical side. Well done to all those who took part.

Basketball.
The year 8, 9 and 11 teams entered the Forest of Dean
district basketball tournament, hopeful to qualify for the
county championships. Unfortunately, each side narrowly
missed out:
Year 8 team losing 2
games and winning 2
games.

The Year 9’s lost the
crucial game to Dene
Magna
who
went
through
on
points
difference.

The Year 11 tournament was a disappointing affair with
only 3 teams. Wyedean lost both games to Dene Magna
and hosts Newent.
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Year 8 rugby
The Year 8 rugby team finished off the year beating local rivals
Chepstow.
Wyedean were much more dynamic and took the lead with some
strong runs from James Bayliss, Alfie Sessford and Isaac Smith.
James Gore, Archie Hossack and Jack Firmin directed the backline
well.
Wyedean completed the double this year running out winners
22-0.

Gowerton v Wyedean Rugby
Year 9 team after the game with Gowerton School

East meets west.
Wyedean School travelled west into the Swansea
Valley for the annual cross border fixture with
Gowerton School.
The Year 9 team came up against some very strong
opposition and were quickly trailing 12-0. Wyedean
came into the game and scored through Steve Volau
and Will Supple. However, Gowerton were well
organised and ran in several unanswered tries before
the interval. The second half was more evenly

contested and some positional changes influenced the game, Wyedean’s
defence was much stronger. It was an incredible team effort, Will Supple,
Ryan Morgan and Steve Volau were outstanding for Wyedean.
Both sides were defeated but got together in Gowerton rugby club for food
and refreshments before travelling further West to watch the Llanelli Scarlets
take on Leinster. Students gathered in the purpose built barn before the game
and had chance to meet some young scarlet players.
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Hockey
After school club on Monday’s has been well attended by
over 20 students weekly. Students have been improving
their skills and tactics in addition to playing games. It has
been great to see the commitment of all the girls and boys
at these practices.
Results of matches:
Under 16 team: Played 2 - Lost 2

Under 14 Team: Played 3 - Won 1, Lost 2

The Under 14 hockey squad had a coaching session on
Dean Academy astro pitch; thanks to Mr Lord (Chair of
Governors and hockey coach) who led an enjoyable and
rewarding session.

Girls’ Basketball
Well done to the Under 14 Girls’ Basketball team who won
the Forest of Dean District Competition and now go forward
to represent the District in the County Finals in the New
Year. This is a fantastic achievement, the first time Wyedean
has qualified for County Finals for at least 10 years. Good
luck girls!
The Under 16 girls also competed in the District Tournament
but despite some encouraging play, finished 3rd. Well done
17
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to the 6 girls who played.

Netball
There has been a fantastic turn out of students at netball training on Thursday after school with over 60 Year 8 – 11
students attending practice on a regular basis. Students have the opportunity to further develop netball by practicing skills
and drills and playing competitive matches against other year groups.

Year 7 girls have shown a good level of commitment, with good numbers taking part in their practice on Friday lunchtimes.
Results of matches:
Year 7: Played 5 - won 3, drawn 2
Year 8: Played 4 – won 2, lost 2
Year 9: Played 4 – won 2, lost 2
Year 10: Played 3 – won 3
Year 11: Played 1 – lost 1

Netball Tour
41 girls from Years 8 – 11 have secured their place on netball tour to Liddington PGL Centre which will take place 24 – 26th
February. We are looking forward to an exciting weekend with lots of netball matches. A reminder to all girls going on tour:
regular attendance at netball practice is required to prepare fully.

Girls’ Football
During the week beginning 10th October, all girls were invited to take part in football sessions at lunchtime to promote
Girls’ Football week as developed by Women’s FA. This was particularly well received by year 8 & 9 girls who finished with a
competitive Inter Year group match.
Girls are looking
forward to District
competitions next
term for Under12,
14 & 16 teams –
hopefully teams can
qualify for County
Final in March.
18
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Cross Country
Following a successful inter form cross country competition which took place on a lunchtime before half term, teams for
boys and girls were selected to represent Wyedean at the District Championships held at Newent School.
District Cross Country team results:
Minor Girls (Year 7) – Won; Junior Girls (Year 8 & 9) – Won; Inter Girls (Year 10 & 11) – 2nd
Mionor Boys (Year 7) – 4th; Junior Boys (Year 8 & 9) - Won; Inter Boys (Year 10 & 11) – 4th

Year 7 Boys

Year 8 & 9Girls

Year 7 Girls

Year 10 & 11 Boys
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Year 8 & 9Boys

Year 10 & 11 Girls
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Overall Wyedean came an excellent 2nd, well done to all students who took part!
The following 19 students qualified for the County Cross Country Competition in December. This is an amazing achievement
by so many students - good luck to all who compete!
Year 7 Girls: Izzy Chapman, Rachel Quine, Annie Selwyn, Romilly Wildin
Year 8 & 9 Girls: Lily Crawley, Lily Crowley, Daisy Macharg, Layla Howells, Corentine Dumond
Year 10 & 11 Girls: Alex Green, Eve Jones, Jess Wylie, Eleanor Flack
Year 8 & 9 Boys: Jude Holmes, Luke Connor, Jordan Bevington, Hadyn Moulton
Year 10 & 11 Boys: Liam Connor, Sam Thomas

Boys Sporting Results.
Year 7 Rugby

Year 9 Rugby

Year 11 Rugby

Dene Magna – Lost 30-12
Lakers – Lost 30-15

Kings School - Won 24-7
Dene Academy – Lost 24-14
Dene Magna – Lost 30-12
Gowerton – Lost 45-12

Kings School – Lost
Kings School – Lost
Gowerton – Lost 29-19

Year 8 Rugby
Chepstow – Won 22-0

Year 9 Football

Year 8 Football

28-18
25-10

Year 11 Football
Lakers – won 6-1

Dene Magna won – 1-0

Lakers – won 1-0
Dene Magna – draw 2-2

Year 11 Basketball

Year 8 Basketball

Year 9 Basketball

District tournament –lost 2 games.

District tournament 3 games won,
2lost.

District tournament – 2 games won,
2 lost.

Year 11 Football report by Dan Tozer.
Wyedean (Year 11) 6

Lakers 1

The first half was a reasonable balanced battle, Wyedean had the majority of the chances as Sam Hobbs blazed over from 6
yards. A handful of chances brushed just wide of the post as the first half ended 0-0.
Not long into the second half Year 10 student Miquel broke the deadlock with a quality finish. After this, the goals came
flowing in, another year 10 student Tom O’Hanlon scored a brace of brilliant solo goals. Elliot McNeil & Connor Wilson both
bagged goals adding to the lead before Dan Tozer got on the scoresheet. After this, Wyedean switched off and conceded a
poor goal as the striker was given too much free time.

Boxing Year
Well done to Luke Connor and Jude Holmes for representing Wales in Ireland at boxing. Both
boys won their bouts in Ireland and are now Welsh Novice champions in the 51-54KG and 4850KG categories respectively.
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News from the Year Teams
Year 8
The Year 8’s have been involved in a series of SRE lessons which involved an outside drama group delivering a very
informative Chelsea’s choice. It covered the dangers of sexual exploitation and its impact. Students were totally engaged
and you can see why the production has such great reviews.
Alter EGO creative solutions delivered ‘Chelsea’s choice’.

Exciting times for the year 8’s.
Half the year group have completed lessons with the focus on budgeting and finance – delivered by the financial capability
tutor from the forest of dean citizen advice bureau. The topics covered included: internet banking, bank accounts, safety at
the ATM, budgeting and online shopping.

The Hearts of Forest school – activity project.
A number of students produced a lengthy piece of work outlining the reasons why they should be selected for this very
exciting project. After great debate the list of students has been finalised and split into two working parties. The first group
of 9 students have now spent two sessions working with students from the special school primary section interacting with
them during their lunchtime play sessions. The focus is to develop their fundamental movement patterns and also looking
at their ability to co-operate, work as a team and communicate to reach an end goal.

21

December 2016
Treasure Hunters!
A small group of students have started up a lunchtime metal detector club.
They have scoured the school site looking for treasure.

Well done to the students who were brave enough to take on the
challenge of the inter form cross country. There were lots of enthusiastic
and willing participants from year 8 just look at the pictures.

Year 9
Year 9 took part in a workshop led by PC Asserati last
Tuesday on child sexual exploitation and keeping safe
online. The session was led by the Police but also involved
a 25 minute question and answer session with their tutors
using the CEOPs website (Child Exploitation and Online
Protection Centre). The hour focused on keeping
themselves safe online and well as the law in regards to
child exploitation and sexting. Students were informed of
the risks and dangers of online use as well as what to do if
they are concerned about use of online chat from
unknown users. A discussion took place with students
surrounding staying safe online and how to report
anything
they
were
concerned
about.

Asserati were
powerful and
students were
fantastic
in
their response
to the session.
A follow up
assembly then
took place the
following
morning,
focusing on sexting and key messages shared with the Year
group again.
Students were reminded of how to access the CEOPS
website if they were concerned about any of the
information given over the two sessions or to speak with a
member of staff at school. We hope this really highlighted
the dangers online but at the same time students felt
confident in keeping themselves and others safe.

A reminder was given that a report can be given
immediately via the CEOPS website, the link for this can be
found on our school website and app.

Parents can also access the school website for further
support regarding online safety using the parent zone
section.

Students were reminded of where they can also report
concerns about themselves or others to in school such as
Head of Year, Tutors or Student Support services. The
messages that came from this session with PC Nick
22
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Year 10
The Year group have worked really hard this term and made a fantastic start to their GCSE and BTEC courses; well done
everyone! Thank you also for the parents and carers that have supported the recent Year 10 Information and Careers
Evening.
Year 10 PSHCE:
Just as a reminder in PSHCE after half term students have an exciting block of careers lessons leading up to the Year 10
Mock Interviews, organised by Mr. Pilling on the 24th and 25th of January.
Well done also to the following students for winning
‘Smoothie Tuesday’ in recognition of their contribution in
PSHCE:
Shay Wearden
Katie Hall
Sofie Brouwers
Tyler Williams
Finley Wood
Tia Prelevic
Erin Isaacs Brown
Will Ruck
Isobel Adams
Cam Williams
Jacob Rees
Kayleigh Taylor

Well done to the following students to getting all A’s in
Report 1:
Samuel Burgess
Kaylie Hawker
Seren Pilling
Isobel Adams
Emily Alcock
Alice Coleman
Katherine D'andrea
Sophie Davis
Jessica Edwards-Bowden
Bethany Garland
Leah George
Niamh Newman
Evelyn Purcell
Lily Robinson

Reports will be issued to students at the start of next term.
I wanted to highlight some individual successes prior to
this.

Well done also to the following students who gained
outstanding Behaviour for Learning grades in Report 1:

Jamie Steele
Sophie Bennetto
Sophie Edwards
Jessica Mizen
Benjamin Pisacane
Leah Potter
Jacob Rees
Leia Thomas
Laura Willingham
Mellissa Collins
Olivia Gribble

Ciara Mcchrystal
Eleanor Thrift
Cam Williams
Henry Williams
Jacob Gittings
Emma Morgan
Finley Wood
Sky Williams
Ella Hughes
23
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Katie Hall
Ellie Hayes
Sephrenia Canty
Daniel Feltham
Thomas Allan
Megan Chidley
Zara Peacey
Sofie Brouwers
Kitty Durbin
Nicole Baggus
Finn Harvey
Jessie Hopkins
Louis Phillips

Jake Andrews
Lydia Burgess
Charlotte Harvey
Aimee Price
Sammy Webber

Sporting success- Finley Wood- British U15’s
Climbing Trials in Manchester:
Finley recently attended a selection day for the U15’s
British Climbing Team in Manchester. He completed 4
Boulder problems and 2 circuits successfully; Finley finds
out if he makes the time in the New Year.

Lucy Skidmore
Amber Thomas

Year 11 Reward Trip
It was always going to be a great day, despite the weather, with such a fabulous
group of students! The Year 11 Reward Trip of ice-skating and shopping was
chosen by the year group and a record number of students qualified to go. 116
students went and the vast majority took to the ice in a variety of styles. These
ranged from the fluent and skilful such as Klaudia and Courtney to the
determined novices such as Brianna and Nicole. Will Mc had a style of his own
and was full of energy while Aaron was “cool” and nonchalant.
This was a lovely start to a hectic week for Year 11 which will peak again with
the mock results on Thursday.
Happy Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all for yet more hard work in
2017. Mrs Delahay
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Sixth Form News
Stretch and Challenge for All
Our focus this term has been on students undertaking
wider reading and research connected to their A-level
subjects. We carried out a prize draw for the 63 students
who participated: Sam Brown, Carys Bint, Danni Bottrill
and Maddy Hodgkinson were the lucky winners. Well done
to Nick Summerfield, James Wright, Ceria Moulton, Katie
Jones, Emily Bartlett, Ellen Durbin and Megan Burgess for
the amazing effort, wider
reading
and
enriching
experiences
you’ve
undertaken. Nick, I’ve never
known anyone ask for so
many history books for
Christmas! Lastly, well done
to George McCarron, May
Waddington, Georgia Savoie
(all Year 12) and Matthew Stenson and Alice Thomas (Year
13) for getting the best reports in the Sixth Form.

Sixth Form Open Evening
We had a very successful Open
Evening on the 1st December.
What
proved
particularly
gratifying was the number of
current Sixth Formers who
turned out to support our event.
We had 61 volunteers who
assisted with showing parents around the school and
supporting teachers with promoting their subjects. Their
presence added a buzz and vibrancy to our evening. The
students were fantastic ambassadors and even greeted the
news that their pizza order had been messed up with good
grace and humour.
Thank you in particular to Sam Brown, Kate Connolly and
Matt Grindle who gave excellent speeches. Thank you
once again to Molly McGuinness, Sam Brown, Tea Butcher,
Jade Hancock and Cordelia Mizen for helping me to
promote the Sixth Form to students in other schools.

Sixth Form Extra!
Thank you to all the Sixth Formers who are running extracurricular clubs. You help to make the Sixth Form far more
than just a place to study. Holly and Cerys, your fundraising efforts have been amazing this term. We will have a
fantastic Summer Ball, I’m sure. Good luck with the Youth
Speaks event after Christmas, Sasha. Well done Holly and

Molly for organising a collection for Bristol Children’s
Hospital. Caitlin, your idea to create a coding group is
amazing and well done for tolerating all my questions.
Computer literacy is not a strong suit of mine. We also
have a number of students volunteering at Offa’s Mead
Primary School, Penguins
nursery and The Gaff in
Sedbury.

Young Minds Charity
Afternoon
Year 12 student, Rosie Levy,
organised a musical afternoon to raise money for the
charity Young Minds, which supports both young people
experiencing mental health issues and their families. The
afternoon was a fantastic showcase for the very talented
young people of the Chepstow area and raised over
£1,000. Well done to Rosie and her family and friends for
a wonderful concert.

University applications
This half term has been dominated by submitting
applications to university. As the process draws to a close I
would like to congratulate Year 13 students and tutors for
an excellent set of personal statements and references.
Some students have been lucky enough to receive
unconditional offers on account of their applications. This
is testament to the superb grades they achieved last year,
their extra-curricular work and the overall quality of their
applications. Don’t take your foot off the gas, Bobbie and
good luck with your interviews Hope, Ceira, Phoebe and
Coral! The priority now is on working hard to achieve an
excellent set of results in 2017.
We have 73% of Year 13s applying to university this year.
We’re proud of this figure but I appreciate that university
isn’t for everyone. I’m looking forward to supporting
students with their applications for apprenticeships and
job applications in the New Year.

And finally…
All the best for those Sixth Formers who have mock exams
in January.
I’d like to end by thanking you for the continued support
you show to the school. I wish you all a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.
Mr Lane
lanej@wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk
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And finally some festive poetry from Mrs Bartlett’s
English classes
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Annual Exam Dates 2016/2017
EXTERNAL EXAMS

Exam
Season

Year
Group

Exam Level

Exams Start

Exams Finish

Results issued

Nov-16

12 &
13

GCSE re-sit Maths and English
AQA Certificate (IGCSE) re-sit English

01-Nov GCSE English
01-Nov AQA Cert English Paper 1
02-Nov GCSE Maths paper 1
04-Nov GCSE Maths Paper 2
04-Nov Cert English Paper 2

12-Jan via
teachers

Nov-16

13

University Entrance tests

02-Nov BMAT

25 Nov online

02-Nov MAT

Nov via University

th

Jan-17

11
12

BTEC Firsts Level 2 Music
BTEC Firsts Level 2 Travel & Tourism

11-Jan Travel & Tourism
17-Jan Music
18-Jan Travel & Tourism

1 March via
teachers

Jan-17

11

Edexcel Award in Maths

10-Jan Level 1
10-Jan Level 2

1 March via
teachers

Summer17

12

AS (Legacy subjects only*)

15-May

29-Jun

13

A level

15-May

29-Jun

A Level ICT Unit 7 exams
Re-sit AS ICT Unit 3 exams

08-May
22-May

26-May
26-May

11

GCSE

15-May

28-Jun

24-Aug 9am

11
12

BTEC Firsts Level 2 Music
BTEC Firsts Level 2 Travel & Tourism

15-May

31-May

24-Aug 9am

13

BTEC National Level 3 Applied Science

5-Jun

5-Jun

17-Aug 9am

12
10 &
11

BTEC Firsts Level 2 external on demand
tests ICT
BTEC Firsts Level 2 external on demand
tests Business

Various dates – see teacher

Summer17
Summer17

Various

17-Aug 9am

Via Teachers

GCSE Controlled Assessments will run throughout the year so dates should be confirmed with teachers
Many external practical exams will also run outside of the dates shown above and should be confirmed with teachers
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INTERNAL MOCK EXAMS

Exam
Season

Year
Group

Exam Level

Exams Start

Exams Finish

Results issued

Nov-16

11

GCSE

21 Nov

29 Nov

Via Teachers

Jan-17

12

AS

9 Jan

17 Jan

Via Teachers

Jan-17

13

A level

9 Jan

17 Jan

Via Teachers

Summer17

12

AS (Reformed subjects only*) mock exams

(15 May)

(26 May)

Via Teachers

(10 May)

(26 May)

Via Teachers

*Reformed AS subjects – Art, Biology, Business,
Chemistry, Computer Science, Drama, English,
French, Geography, Graphics, History, Music, PE,
Physics, Psychology, RS, Sociology, Spanish
(Dates may change when final external timetable
known)
(These will take place in class)

Summer17

10

GCSE
(Dates may change when final external timetable
known)

* Legacy AS subjects - D&T, Health & Social Care, Maths, Media
Reformed AS subjects – Art, Biology, Business, Chemistry, Computer Science, Drama, English, French, Geography, Graphics, History, Music, PE,
Physics, Psychology, RS, Sociology, Spanish

Any dates in brackets are provisional.

Community Learning Programme
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